ainting on fabric is nothing

new, After all, the base of most

artists” work is made from
canvas stretched onto wood angd coated
with a medium. Some artists hasve taken
the fabric up a notch by painting on silk.
Traditional silk painting. or batik is
achually more of a dye fechnique. The
silk is stretehed on a fraome and selected
areas of thi cloth are brushed with kot
wa bo prevent the dve from reaching:
those areas. The fabric i then dyed and
the wax removed, creating an abstract
design on the fabric not unlike tradi-
tional tie-dyeing.

Silk painting can also be done o
create a more detailed painting, Floral
done in Ehis mvethod can have the same
intensity of color as the medels. Tradi-
tonal painting is done by contrelling
how mrch and where the paint goss on a
canvas using brushes, When paint or dye
15 applied to silk. it will immediately
spread like that dreaded wine stain on
your favorite dress. To achieve a mone
condrolled design, a =lk artist will
control the flow of the dye by enclosing
the area with a resist called gutta. The
'li'!.'l! is then .1Fl|.'l|:||.-1.‘| inside the enclousd
area filling it and creating the beginning
of your pictune

Y can add a unigue progect to
your home by making your finished silk
P.].il'illu.;.: o a wandow teeabmienk,
Featwre it in the center of a flat valance
or a skatienary roman shade or even
miake it a one of a kind moller shade A
comparty called Shades of Colour
{www shadezofcalounzalbery.com)
(1-866-500-7413) in Waco, Texas, has
designied an entire line of cusbom
ordered P\.]:Il'llL"d roller shadies, The
shades ane done on matte vinyl rather
than silk, but come in a range of designs
including flowers, whimsical landscapes,
and college boges. You can order a shade
with your own artwork by submitting it
an a digital fike
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fabric & paint —
the perfect marriage

BY EYDMNEY SCHWARTZ HARDIMAN

Sydnay Schwartz Hardiman is the owner of Everything In Its Place, Custom Fabrications , a
retail and wholesale woreocm based in PRtsbungh, PA. Sydney designs and tabricabes sof
fumishings and is cumently working on the book e Busingss of Baing Crasiae: Mow & Make
Moy dnd be Stccessi 25 & Costom Fabvication Workraom, She is vica prasidant of the
Yieman's Business Mebwark

Another company bocated in
Stosve, PA can create custom fabric
shutters. Kestrel Manufscturing Inc.,
[ 1-B00-494-4321, 51 0-326-6679), carries a
full king of shatiers imserbed with a
painted fabric shade, The shutbers featune
removable Babrie rods o vyl can change
the prints as often as you like. They carry
12 standard floral desipns, buk will have
artists available bo create custom
primts. With a ligtle imgenuity, a paint
brush and & sewing machine you could
paimnt and sew your own inserls for a trse
ome=af-a-kind window treatrvent

Wisit wwwisilkpaintinggallery.oom
for more informalion on painting on silk,
irncluding a supply list and instructions.
The Batik Guild can ke reached through
their web site at wwwbatikguild onguk. =
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